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active hurricane months, creating conditions conducive for hurri-
canedevelopment.Climatechangehasbeen increasingAtlantichur-
ricane activity over recent decades, producing storms that collec-
tively are stronger, wetter, and slower moving over populated
coastlines.1,7Withinaspanof lessthan3years (ie, fromOctober2016-
September 2019), 5 category 5 Atlantic hurricanes made landfall in
theUSandPuertoRico (Dorian, Irma,Maria,Matthew,andMichael),
and 2 category 4 storms (Florence and Harvey) produced torren-
tial rains and extreme flooding.

Coastal populations at risk for climate-driven Atlantic storms are
alreadystrainingtocontaintheescalatingspreadofCOVID-19.Thepre-
dictedabove-averagehurricaneseasonsuggeststhatthesestatesmust
also prepare for layered hurricane and pandemic disaster scenarios.
HurricaneHannajustunderscoredtheurgency.Duringtheweekin late
July when Hanna made landfall, hospitals in the 8 hurricane coastal
statesweredealingwith increasingnumbersofCOVID-19cases.Some
hospitalsattemptedtodealwiththesurgebyrapidlydischargingmedi-
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